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CONFRONTATION OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
CONSTRUCTION IN THE TRADITIONAL CEREMONY 
“TUTUP TAUN NGEMBAN TAUN” IN CIREUNDEU 
TRADITIONAL VILLAGE: A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF 
CULTURAL DISCOURSE

Abstract: This study aims to discuss the confrontation of artificial 
intelligence (AI) construction against the traditional ceremony Tutup 
Taun Ngemban Taun in Cireundeu Traditional Village, using a comparative 
approach in cultural discourse. This study uses a qualitative method with 
comparative analysis, based on cultural discourse theory and digital 
hermeneutics. Data collection was carried out through literature studies, 
empirical data, and field observations. The results of this study discuss 
the dynamics of artificial intelligence, an empirical review of traditional 
ceremonies in Cireundeu, and the confrontation between AI and local 
traditions. The conclusion of the study shows that there is a gap between 
technological modernity and the sustainability of tradition, with potential 
positive and negative impacts on local cultural framing.
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The development of artificial intelligence (AI) technology has brought significant 
changes in various aspects of human life, ranging from economics, education, 
to culture. AI is not only a tool that accelerates the process of industrialization 
and modernization, but also becomes an agent of change that changes the way 
humans interact with the world, including in terms of preserving traditions and 
customs. In the midst of globalization and digitalization, local traditions such 
as traditional ceremonies face great challenges, both in their preservation and 
adaptation to the times.

Studies on artificial intelligence tend to be new, but there have been various 
scientific writings that discuss this study. This article will try to divide several 
classifications of articles that discuss the study of artificial intelligence. 
Artificial Intelligence discusses its impact in education, which effectively makes 
it easier for teachers to explore material ideas to their students (Rifky, 2024), 
so that students are able to further develop their creativity (Dina et al., 2020; 
Pratiwi & Agustin, 2022). In addition, the presence of AI will actually cause 
laziness in students and teachers (Firdaus et al., 2023; Widat & Kurniawan, 
2023), dependency (Syuhada et al., 2024), inaccurate data descriptions 
(Rochim, 2024), so that it can potentially create students stuck (Budiyono 
et al., 2024). Artificial Intelligence discussed its impact on the interaction of 
human resources and society, potentially losing human labour (Royhan Zaki 
Ramadhana & Muhammad Irwan Padli Nasution, 2024) and threatens the 
dignity of individuals (Pabubung, 2023). Artificial Intelligence discussed about 
its impact on information systems and data in general will appear to shift the 
accuracy of data (Misnawati, 2023), data privacy (Siti Masrichah, 2023), to the 
rise of plagiarism (Miftahul Huda & Irwansyah Suwahyu, 2024; Rhamadan & 
Ikhlas, 2023).

With various viewpoints of literature review on Artificial Intelligence above, 
this study will focus on the role of Artificial Intelligence in local traditions in 
Indonesia. Among them is being able to present data on the tradition of “Tutup 
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Taun Ngemban Taun”. This research has an argument that artificial intelligence 
is effectively able to provide answers to all information in various fields. Even 
so, with its effectiveness, artificial intelligence has the risk of presenting invalid 
data. The data shift was found when the author compared data from Artificial 
Intelligence search tools such as ChatGPT, GeminiAI, Perplexity, Microsoft 
Copilot, with empirical searches in the field. This research raises at least two 
questions: How is traditional ceremonies explained in AI reviews? How to 
Confront Artificial Intelligence Construction to the Traditional Ceremony of 
“Tutup Taun Ngemban Taun” in Cireundeu Traditional Village: A Comparative 
Study of Cultural Discourse.

Along with the development of information technology, questions arise 
about how artificial intelligence can affect the way people understand and 
carry out their traditions. Several studies have shown that AI can serve as a 
tool for documenting, analysing, and even reconstructing cultural practices. 
However, there are also concerns that technological interventions may change 
the essence of the tradition, thus threatening the sustainability of the values 
contained in it (Harrison et al., 2021). In the context of “Tutup Taun Ngemban 
Taun” it is important to explore how the people of Cireundeu are responding 
to these changes and how they maintain the meaning of the ceremony that 
has become a part of their lives. This comparative study of cultural discourse 
will examine the interaction between AI and traditional ceremonies with a 
multidisciplinary approach, combining anthropology, sociology, and media 
studies perspectives (Mohammad Arif, 2021; Sultan et al., 2023). By utilizing 
the existing theoretical framework, this research is expected to provide new 
insights into the dynamics between technology and culture as well as the 
contribution of AI in supporting the preservation of local wisdom. Through in-
depth observation and analysis, it is hoped that the results of this study can 
enrich the discourse on the relationship between tradition and innovation in the 
context of contemporary society (Sullivan, 2022).

This research argues that artificial intelligence is effectively able to provide 
temporary answers regarding information transmission in various fields of AI. 
Even so, with its effectiveness, artificial intelligence has the risk of presenting 
invalid data. The data shift was found when the author compared data from AI 
search tools such as ChatGPT with empirical searches in the field. This study 
aims to analyse how the construction of artificial intelligence confronts the 
traditional ceremony Tutup Taun Ngemban Taun in the Cireundeu Traditional 
Village, using a comparative approach in cultural discourse. This research will 
explore how AI can affect the implementation, perception, and sustainability of 
these traditional ceremonies. In this context, AI is seen not only as a technology, 
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but also as a discourse that carries certain values that can contradict or support 
local traditions.

This research enriches cultural theories, especially in the context of the 
relationship between technology (artificial intelligence) and traditional culture. 
In this case, how can AI influence, interact, or even contradict the values and 
customary practices in a community. The indigenous people of Cireundeu to 
maintain their identity and cultural values can use the results of this research. 
Understanding the impact of AI on traditional ceremonies can encourage 
people to be more aware of the importance of preserving their traditions while 
remaining open to technological innovation.

Research Method
This research uses a qualitative method focusing on a literature review with 
a literature study approach (Darmalaksana, 2020; Sarwono, 2006). This study 
uses a comparative analysis method based on theory (Creswell, 2014; Vaughn 
& Jacquez, 2020). The data collection technique is through empirical data 
tracing based on literature and field observations, identified by category, and 
interpretation according to research needs. Data analysis techniques through 
non-numerical normative comparative descriptive analysis based on a digital 
hermeneutic approach (Darmalaksana & Kulsum, 2022; Reijers, 2023).

Discussion and Results
1.    Dynamics of Artificial Intelligence 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) is a branch of computer science that focuses on 
developing systems that are capable of performing tasks that typically require 
human intelligence (Russel & Norvig, 2010). There are various forms of AI that 
have been developed, ranging from simple to complex systems. One of the most 
basic forms of AI is Narrow AI, also known as Weak AI. Narrow AI is designed to 
perform specific tasks, such as facial recognition, language translation, or data 
analysis. An example of Narrow AI is Apple’s Siri or Google Assistant, which 
can only perform certain functions in a pre-programmed context (Damar et al., 
2024). Unlike Narrow AI, there is General AI or Strong AI, that are designed to 
understand, learn, and perform any task that humans can do. Although General 
AI is still in the development stage, it has the potential to have capabilities 
equal to or even exceed that of humans in various fields. General AI will have 
the ability to adapt to new situations without human assistance, an ability that 
is still a challenge for scientists and researchers (Buxmann, 2019).

Additionally, there is a form of AI called Superintelligence, which refers to AI 
whose intelligence far surpasses the best human intelligence in almost all 
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aspects, including creativity, problem-solving, and social skills. Superintelligence 
is still in the realm of speculation and there are no concrete examples yet, but 
many AI experts have warned about the potential risks and impacts on humans 
(Aithal & Aithal, 2023). Machine Learning (ML) is a subfield of AI that allows 
systems to learn from data without the need for explicit programming. ML uses 
algorithms to analyse data, recognize patterns, and make decisions based on 
that data. One of the most common types of ML is Deep Learning, which uses 
artificial neural networks to mimic the way the human brain works. Deep Learning 
has been used in a variety of applications, such as image recognition, natural 
language processing, and video games (Chollet, 2018). Natural Language 
Processing (NLP) is a branch of AI that focuses on the interaction between 
computers and humans through natural language. The main goal of NLP is to 
make computers capable of understanding, interpreting, and generating human 
language naturally. NLP has been used in chatbots, sentiment analysis, and 
automated translators (Kevitt et al., 1992).

Another example of AI is Computer Vision, which allows computers to 
understand and interpret visual information from the real world (Karn, 
2021). This technology has been widely used in facial recognition systems, 
autonomous vehicles, and medical image analysis. In the industrial sector, AI 
is also used in the form of Robotic Process Automation (RPA), which allows 
the automation of repetitive tasks without the need for human intervention. 
This is very beneficial for improving efficiency and reducing errors in business 
processes (Kitsantas et al., 2024).
AI has also been applied in healthcare through medical AI, which aids in disease 
diagnosis, treatment planning, and medical data analysis (Damar et al., 2024; 
Derrington, n.d.; Siti Masrichah, 2023). AI can process large amounts of medical 
data to find patterns that may be difficult for humans to see. Meanwhile, in the 
field of security, AI is used in Cybersecurity to detect threats and anomalies in 
computer networks. AI is able to learn past cyberattack patterns and predict 
potential future threats (Pupillo et al., 2021). AI development is inseparable 
from ethical challenges, especially related to privacy, algorithmic bias, and its 
impact on employment. Researchers are constantly trying to ensure that AI is 
used responsibly and does not cause social harm. These various forms of AI 
show how broad and deep the potential of AI is in changing various aspects of 
human life.

2.   Field Survey of the Traditional Ceremony Tutup Taun Ngemban Taun in 
Cireundeu Traditional Village
Based on the presentation of the informant and field observations of the 
research, a description of the historical review, philosophical value, and its 



203Proceeding of Internasional Seminar on Arts, Artificial Intelligence & Society

relevance to the indigenous people of Cirendeu was obtained, as follows, the 
traditional ceremony Tutup Taun Ngemban Taun is a hereditary tradition carried 
out by the indigenous people of Cireundeu since the 16th century AD or 17th 
AD. This ceremony was initially held in a simple form in the houses of traditional 
leaders before finally being centred in Bale Saresehan, Centre for Traditional 
Activities. This tradition was initially limited to joint prayer as a form of gratitude 
for the blessings of the crops received. Over time, this tradition developed into 
a lively annual celebration, involving various elements of Sundanese arts such 
as pencak silat, gamelan, and karinding. This development is also influenced 
by the meeting of local and foreign cultures, such as the influence of the 
Dutch colonial period that once prohibited the use of Sundanese script so that 
Sundanese culture was reduced, so with this traditional ceremony, it is hoped 
that Sundanese culture will remain sustainable and not eroded by the times 
(Informant, 2024).

Photo 1. Procession of the Traditional Ceremony Tutup Taun 
Ngemban Taun in Cireundeu Traditional Village

The procession of the traditional ceremony of Tutup Taun Ngemban Taun is 
carried out for a whole month, starting from the 1st of Sura to the 30th of Sura 
based on the Saka Sundanese calendar. The series of events began with a joint 
prayer at Bale Saresehan, then followed by a sungkeman procession, a visit 
to the ancestral graves, and a rotating thanksgiving at residents’ houses. The 
peak event is known as Ngajayak, where indigenous people parade a mountain 
of produce from the entrance of the village to Bale Saresehan. This procession 
is accompanied by a lengser dance, as a form of respect for the guests, and 
ends with a joint prayer for the blessings of the produce. At the peak of the 
event, Sundanese art was displayed as part of the ceremony, showing the 
togetherness and gratitude of the indigenous people (Interview on August 15, 
2024).

The philosophical value of the Traditional Ceremony of Closing the Year of 
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Ngemban Taun lies in the community’s gratitude to “the Creator”. Every product 
collected from the harvest, whether in the form of leaves, fruits, to tubers, is 
presented in the form of offerings as a symbol of human dependence on nature. 
The people of Cireundeu believe that food and drinks consumed by humans are 
the source of life that needs to be respected. Therefore, they hold this ritual to 
honour the food that has sustained their lives, while hoping that the following 
year they will be given a better harvest and improved welfare  (Interview August 
15, 2024).

Photo 2. Closing Year 1957 Closing Year 1 Sura 1958 from 
Sundanese on August 2, 2024 in Cireundeu Traditional Village

This ceremony also contains the value of muhasabah, where indigenous people 
reflect on the life journey they have gone through for one year. They acknowledge 
that joy and sorrow are part of life, and humbly surrender themselves to the 
Creator. Thus, the Ceremony of Tutup Taun Ngemban Taun is a means for 
the people of Cireundeu to reflect on their identity as Sundanese, appreciate 
cultural values, and preserve the ancestral heritage that is rich in philosophical 
and spiritual meaning (Interview August 15, 2024).

3.   Confrontation Artificial Intelligence of Construction On the Traditional 
Ceremony Tutup Taun Ngemban Taun in Cireundeu Traditional Village

Variable Platform AI
AI Search 

Results and 
Narrative

References 
Offered by AI

Description of 
Real Data in 

the Field Based 
on Interview 

Results
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Research 
Theme

OpenAI 
(ChatGPT), 
Perplexity, 
Copilot 
(Microsoft), 
Gemini AI

The AI 
explains the 
findings on 
the theme 
based on 
academic 
sources 
with each 
tendency.

Offers 
references to 
journals and 
books related to 
themes, such as 
hadith, fiqh, etc.

Based on AI 
Search Results 
and Narrative 
interviews with 
respondents 
in the field, the 
research theme 
was recognized 
as relevant and 
up-to-date.

User 
Perception

OpenAI 
(ChatGPT), 
Perplexity, 
Copilot 
(Microsoft), 
Gemini AI

AI provides 
an overview 
of public 
perceptions 
regarding 
themes.

Providing 
articles 
about public 
perception 
from random 
and abstract 
scientific 
research results 
means that the 
data obtained is 
invalid.

The results of 
the interviews 
show that the 
perception of 
the public is 
different from 
the AI narrative, 
and is more 
varied.

Research 
Methodology

OpenAI 
(ChatGPT), 
Perplexity, 
Copilot 
(Microsoft), 
Gemini AI

In general, 
AI provides 
research 
methodology 
options 
according 
to academic 
standards.

AI refers to 
commonly 
used research 
methodology 
book references, 
but data 
verification is 
still needed.

The 
methodology 
used in the 
field is slightly 
adapted to local 
conditions and 
research needs.

Academic 
Research 
Results

OpenAI 
(ChatGPT), 
Perplexity, 
Copilot 
(Microsoft), 
Gemini AI

AI presents 
academic 
findings 
from related 
journals and 
books in 
random and 
abstract.

References 
from scientific 
journals, 
conferences, 
and articles 
published by 
academic 
institutions are 
random and 
abstract.

The results of 
research in the 
field relatively 
support some 
of the academic 
findings 
displayed by AI.

Local Context

OpenAI 
(ChatGPT), 
Perplexity, 
Copilot 
(Microsoft), 
Gemini AI

AI exposes 
local context 
based on 
analysis 
of limited 
scientific 
sources.

Refers to history 
books and local 
research on 
the context of 
related regions, 
but cannot be 
traced/accessed 
further.

The interviews 
revealed 
significant 
differences in 
local cultural 
and social 
aspects. M
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Recommended 
Solutions

OpenAI 
(ChatGPT), 
Perplexity, 
Copilot 
(Microsoft), 
Gemini AI

AI suggests 
several 
alternative 
solutions to 
the problems 
discussed in 
general.

AI cites solution 
references 
from journals 
on public policy 
and relevant 
education 
strategies.

Interviews 
show that 
solutions on 
the ground are 
more pragmatic 
and tailored to 
needs.

Table 1. Comparison of Artificial Intelligence Construction Confrontation Data on the 
Traditional Ceremony Tutup Taun Ngemban Taun in Cireundeu Traditional Village

The comparison of AI platforms such as OpenAI (ChatGPT), Gemini AI, Perplexity 
AI, and Microsoft Copilot highlights their distinct approaches in providing 
research results, references, and contextual understanding. OpenAI tends to 
deliver comprehensive, detailed narratives, grounded in academic sources, 
making it suitable for in-depth exploration of themes like Hadith studies, 
Islamic history, and methodology. Gemini AI offers a more dynamic, up-to-date 
analysis with a strong focus on recent developments and broader contextual 
data, which makes it highly useful for research requiring contemporary insights. 
Perplexity AI is more succinct and direct, offering quick access to key points 
and references, which can be advantageous for fast research summaries. 
Meanwhile, Microsoft Copilot integrates technological and business-related 
contexts, focusing heavily on case studies, making it ideal for research linked 
to industrial and technological applications.

The implications of these differences are evident in how each platform aligns 
with real-world field data. For example, OpenAI and Gemini AI are better suited 
for academic research in areas like Islamic studies, where historical and cultural 
nuances are critical, yet the latter excels in keeping pace with emerging trends. 
Field data gathered through interviews often supports OpenAI’s comprehensive 
approach but may reveal local variations that require further contextualization, 
a gap Gemini AI fills by offering recent cultural and social trends. On the other 
hand, Perplexity AI, with its concise summaries, is useful when immediate, 
general insights are needed, but it may lack the depth required for localized 
research. Microsoft Copilot’s focus on industrial and technological solutions 
makes it less applicable for social and cultural research, but valuable for fields 
where technology and business integration are central.

Conclusion
Although various AI platforms such as OpenAI, Gemini AI, Perplexity AI, and 
Microsoft Copilot are capable of delivering structured and rapid information, 
one major criticism is the lack of relevance between AI-generated results 
and more dynamic, contextual field data. AI tends to draw from broad and 
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generalized databases, often overlooking regional or local differences. When 
applied to field research, particularly in areas with unique social and cultural 
characteristics, AI outputs are frequently misaligned with reality.
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